
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

23rd August 2024 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I am writing to follow up on our last letter regarding opening arrangements for September. 
 
As you are now aware, we will be based in the Mulberry and Bigland Green Centre (MBGC) for the first two 
weeks of term. This is the building behind Mulberry School for Girls, accessible from Bigland Street. This is the 
community centre where we met many families for the ‘Meet the Team’ meetings in June and July. We will be 
using this as our base, and all our trips will run from here during the second week of term. 
 
During the first week of term we will share a mobile number with you that you can reach school staff on whilst 
we are not on the London Dock site. 
 
In the email you have received, it will identify the Trip Group Number that your child will be in for the second 
week. This is not their form group. We have created groups that enable students to meet a range of different 
children across their new year group. They will find out their form group during the assembly on Thursday 5th 
September. 
 
Please can you complete this form by Wednesday 28th August: click here 
 
This form involves giving permission for your child to participate in the trips during the second week of term, 
where you need to provide emergency contact information as well as any medical details. You will also be able 
to identify if you would like to attend a meeting with staff at the school during the first week of term and share 
if you would like your child to attend school at MBGC from 11am on Thursday 5th September and Friday 6th 
September. There is also space for any questions you have so that we can share our responses with all families 
in the first week. 
 
Please see below for further detail regarding the first two weeks of term: 
 
Week 1 Monday 2nd September – Friday 6th September 
 
There are three opportunities for parents and carers to attend a meeting with us, where we will talk through the 
plans for the second week and provide an opportunity for any questions to be answered. As some parents and 
carers have already asked, it is not necessary to attend these meetings, but they are in place should you want 
to meet with us. These times are: 
 

• Tuesday 3rd September 4pm – 5pm at Mulberry and Bigland Green Centre 
• Wednesday 4th September 9am – 10am at Mulberry and Bigland Green Centre 
• Wednesday 4th September 5pm – 6pm on Zoom 

 
Please identify if you would like to attend one of these meetings on the link at the start of this letter. 
 
Thursday 5th September 8.45am – 11am at Mulberry and Bigland Green Centre 
This will be your child’s first day at school. All students should attend an extended assembly from 8.45am - 
11am at MBGC. This will be an opportunity for all students to come together for the first time, meet the staff 
team and prepare for the following week. Children should be in full school uniform - there will be a space for 
families to take photographs of their children. We will also be taking students ID photographs at this time too. 
As some families have already requested, it is possible for your child to arrive from 8am on this day.  
 
 
  

https://forms.office.com/e/5U3xXYyfDp


   
 

   
 

Thursday 5th September 11am – 3.30pm and Friday 6th September 8.45am – 3.30pm 
After the extended assembly on Thursday 5th September, children can go home. They do not need to remain 
with school staff for the rest of Thursday or Friday. Children will be set an Independent Learning Project which 
they can complete at home. If you would like your child to remain on site after 11am and attend school at 
MBGC for the rest of Thursday and/or Friday, please identify this on the form at the start of this letter. 
 
Week 2 Monday 9th September – Friday 13th September 
 
The second week of term will be ‘Year 7 Discovery Week: A journey through time, place and community’. 
This will involve an exciting week of activities and learning linked to the curriculum, including four day trips and 
one classroom-based day at Mulberry and Bigland Green Centre. This will be for all children, each day across 
the week. Please see the programme at the end of this letter. You will be able to identify the trips that your 
child is participating in across the week. 
 
Arrival and Departure 
All trips and activities will start and end at MBGC. Children can arrive from 8am and should be on site at MBGC 
by 8.45am. Your child will be able to make their own way home at 3.30pm or be collected from MBGC. Please 
see below for different times for the trip to Goresfield. 
 
Lunches 
We will provide a packed lunch for your child for each trip day. This will be prepared by Accent Catering, who 
will be the caterers at London Dock. This will be like the lunch children had during our Transition Day in July. 
If you would prefer to give your child a packed lunch from home, you are also welcome to do so. We would ask 
that your child brings water in a bottle.  
 
‘Learning to work together’: Day Trip to Goresfield Rural Studies and Outdoor Activity Centre, Stansted 
Mountfitchet in Essex 
On this day, children should be at MBGC for 8am. Students will travel by coach from MBGC to Goresfield, a 
Tower Hamlets outdoor centre. They will return to MBGC by coach for 5pm. Students will be accompanied by 
staff from London Dock, and also work alongside the team at Goresfield. They will receive a safety briefing by 
staff at Goresfield. They will take part in a number of outdoor activities, including orienteering, archery, open 
fire building and sports. Lunch will be provided by Goresfield on this day. Students should be in their school 
PE kit for the day. 
 
‘The history of the Tower’: Day Trip to the Tower of London 
On this day, children will walk to the Tower of London with school staff. They will walk back to MBGC for the 
end of the school day. Students will be briefed on road safety and safe crossing of roads. They will explore the 
Tower of London and grounds, where they will learn about the tower as a palace, a prison and the chronological 
events in history, since the Norman fortress was built in 1078. They will visit the Crown Jewels and look at 
ceremonial regalia. They will learn about the peasants’ revolt in 1381. They will visit the Mint exhibition and 
learn how medieval coins were made. They will observe life size animal sculptures throughout the site. They 
will also visit Tower Bridge walking over the bridge and looking at the exhibition that is currently on display 
there. Children will eat their packed lunch in the grounds of the Tower of London. Students should be in their 
school uniform for the day, and they should bring their pencil case. 
 
‘Where our time begins’: Day Trip to Greenwich Royal Observatory, National Maritime Museum and the 
Cutty Sark 
On this day, children will walk to Shadwell DLR and take the DLR to either Island Gardens or Cutty Sark 
depending on their visit day. They will return to MBGC for the end of the school day, completing the journey in 
reverse on the DLR. Students will be briefed on road safety and safe crossing of roads. All children will walk 
through the exciting foot tunnel that goes under the River Thames, and then they will visit three important 
landmarks and explore the various exhibitions, walking in between each one: Greenwich Royal Observatory, 
National Maritime Museum and the Cutty Sark. Students will visit the home of Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) 
and stand on the world-famous Meridian Line, reflecting on the beginning of their time at London Dock. 
Students will eat their packed lunch in Greenwich Park. Students should be in their school uniform for the day, 
and they should bring their pencil case. 
 



   
 

   
 

‘The story of our river’: Day trip to London Museum Docklands, Crossrail Place Roof Garden and 
Canary Wharf Arts Trail 
On this day, children will walk to Shadwell DLR and take the DLR to Westferry and then walk to the London 
Museum Docklands, the Crossrail Place Roof Garden and the Canary Wharf Arts Trail. They will return to 
MBGC for the end of the school day, returning on the DLR to Shadwell DLR. Students will be briefed on road 
safety and safe crossing of roads. At the London Museum Docklands, children will learn about the last 400 
years of Docklands History and explore this in the context of London Dock. Children will learn about the history 
of the Docks, the east end and the people that worked them. They will learn about the ‘sailortowns’ and the 
heroic efforts of those defending the Docks during the war, as well as visiting the London, Sugar & Slavery 
gallery. Students will also visit the Crossrail Place Roof Garden, one of the greatest engineering projects 
of the 21st century. It celebrates some of the plants imported by explorers in merchant ships. Finally, children 
will walk some of the Canary Wharf Arts Trail and capturing aspects of this in their journal. Children will eat 
their packed lunch at the London Museum Docklands. Students should be in their school uniform for the day, 
and they should bring their pencil case. 
 
‘Skills for life’ and ‘Building our school’: First Aid Training and Maths Conference at MBGC 
On this day, children will remain on site at Mulberry and Bigland Green Centre. Students will take part in a 
two-hour first aid course, run by an external trainer. They will learn CPR, how to deal with choking, head 
injuries, burns, breaks and asthma. This is an accredited course and covers aspects of the PSHE 
curriculum. As part of the Maths Conference, they will measure the distance to Mulberry Academy London 
Dock and will time their walk to the site. They will then use the equation speed =distance/time to calculate their 
walking speed. They will use conversions to work out m/s, Km/hr and MPH.  They will calculate class average 
speed.  They will walk around the site at Mulberry Academy London Dock and will use various methods to 
estimate height, and area. They will calculate the volume inside the building. They will create plans and 
evaluations and understand the importance of these in architecture. Students will eat their packed lunch at 
MBGC. Students should be in their school uniform for the day, and they should bring their pencil case. 
 
Please can you complete this form by Wednesday 28th August: click here 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please email us at info@mulberrylondondock.org. 
 
Thank you for your patience and support over the forthcoming weeks.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Chris Harvey 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/5U3xXYyfDp
mailto:info@mulberrylondondock.org


   
 

   
 

Year 7 Discovery Week: A journey through time, place and community 

Group Monday 9th 
September 

Tuesday 10th 
September 

Wednesday 11th 
September 

Thursday 12th 
September 

Friday 13th 
September 

1 

‘Where our time 
begins’ 
Trip to 

Greenwich Royal 
Observatory and 

Cutty Sark 
 

‘Learning to 
work together’  

Trip to Goresfield 
Outdoor Activity 
Centre Team for 

building and 
orienteering 

‘The story of our 
river’  

Trip to London 
Museum 

Docklands, Art 
Trail and Cross-
Rail Place Roof 

Gardens 

'Skills for life’ 
‘Building our 

school’ 
First Aid Training 

and Maths 
Conference 

Mulberry and 
Bigland Green 

Centre* 

‘The history of 
the Tower’  

Trip to the Tower 
of London  

2 

‘Where our time 
begins’ 
Trip to 

Greenwich Royal 
Observatory and 

Cutty Sark 
 

‘The story of our 
river’  

Trip to London 
Museum 

Docklands, Art 
Trail and Cross-
Rail Place Roof 

Gardens 

‘Learning to 
work together’  

Trip to Goresfield 
Outdoor Activity 
Centre Team for 

building and 
orienteering 

 

'Skills for life’ 
‘Building our 

school’ 
First Aid Training 

and Maths 
Conference 

Mulberry and 
Bigland Green 

Centre* 

‘The history of 
the Tower’  

Trip to the Tower 
of London 

 

3 

‘Learning to 
work together’  

Trip to Goresfield 
Outdoor Activity 
Centre Team for 

building and 
orienteering 

 

'Skills for life’ 
‘Building our 

school’ 
First Aid Training 

and Maths 
Conference 

Mulberry and 
Bigland Green 

Centre* 

‘The story of our 
river’  

Trip to London 
Museum 

Docklands, Art 
Trail and Cross-
Rail Place Roof 

Gardens 

‘Where our time 
begins’ 

Trip to Greenwich 
Royal 

Observatory and 
Cutty Sark 

 

‘The history of 
the Tower’  

Trip to the Tower 
of London 

 

4 

‘The history of 
the Tower’  

Trip to the Tower 
of London 

 

‘The story of our 
river’  

Trip to London 
Museum 

Docklands, Art 
Trail and Cross-
Rail Place Roof 

Gardens 
 

'Skills for life’ 
‘Building our 

school’ 
First Aid Training 

and Maths 
Conference 

Mulberry and 
Bigland Green 

Centre* 

‘Where our time 
begins’ 

Trip to Greenwich 
Royal 

Observatory and 
Cutty Sark 

 

‘Learning to 
work together’  

Trip to Goresfield 
Outdoor Activity 
Centre Team for 

building and 
orienteering 

 

5 

‘Where our time 
begins’ 
Trip to 

Greenwich Royal 
Observatory and 

Cutty Sark 
 

‘The story of our 
river’  

Trip to London 
Museum 

Docklands, Art 
Trail and Cross-
Rail Place Roof 

Gardens 
 

'Skills for life’ 
‘Building our 

school’ 
First Aid Training 

and Maths 
Conference 

Mulberry and 
Bigland Green 

Centre* 

‘Learning to 
work together’  

Trip to Goresfield 
Outdoor Activity 
Centre Team for 

building and 
orienteering 

‘The history of 
the Tower’  

Trip to the Tower 
of London 

 

 
 
 
 
 


